
RAW Travel is your ticket to extraordinary 
places, people and experiences.

GUIDE TO RESPONSIBLE TRAVEL

It’s impossible to leave nothing but footprints. The very nature of travel means we have an impact on the 
cultures we visit, so we try to make it a positive one. 

Small acts of generosity can lead to lasting joy, in ways that the traveller on-the-go could never observe.  
Similarly, the failure by travellers to show respect can have negative effects on the relationship between 
local cultures and transient visitors. 

Your actions do make a difference, however small or insignificant they may seem.

There is a great deal more to Responsible Tourism than just being friendly of course. The biggest 
responsibility lies not with travellers, but with the travel operators. RAW Travel has a duty of care to our 
passengers and our local guides to act in ways that promote a positive impact from tourism.

Being a part of charity fundraising events is very positive in itself, but RAW Travel also tries to share 
the benefits of tourism. We work with small operations in each country, we operate a small number 
of departures each year, and we ensure that no provider of services for a tour is left out-of-pocket by 
unforseen circumstances. 

Their success is our success. Their joy is your joy. So let’s keep smiling.
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HOW TO BE A GOOD TRAVELLER

Respect for our differences
- be aware of the standard of dress for locals and the acceptable definition of ‘modest’
- take special care at religious sites; shoes, shoulder and hats all vary with the temple
- never take someone’s photo without asking permission first; sign language can do wonders
- try to learn about their ways of doing things to avoid frustration or misunderstandings
- a little effort to study your guide book on the culture of a country can improve your appreciation 
of the people and your enjoyment of their customs

Giving Something Back
- take a photo and get their address so you can send it back to them
- select a charity that works in the region and donate to them
- be generous in your humanity; share your kindness and your smile
- share your spending money around instead of buying up big in one place

Don’t give handouts on the street
- this can encourage begging instead of developing sustainable skills
- particularly a problem with children who quickly learn to ask tourists for pens, candy or cash
- be aware of parents who use their children to approach travellers and ask for money
- never pay for photographs unless they are employed to dress in cultural attire and pose for you

Shopping and bargaining
- expect to bargain for almost anything that isnt listed with a price tag
- the only rule of bargaining is that once your offer has been accepted you cannot withdraw it
- avoid being too generous when shopping; access to easy tourist dollars can put the price of some 
goods out of reach for local people

Transport for Travellers
- use public transport as much as possible; it reduces carbon emissions and you’re getting up-close 
and personal with the locals
- exercise your patience when dealing with timetables and delays to transport; you are never the 
only person inconvenienced
- don’t expect a bus or taxi driver to speak english; anyone who can speak another language is 
usually able to find a better job than driving a vehicle all day

Care for the environment
- consider donating to a carbon credit scheme to offset your carbon-dioxide emissions resulting 
from airplane travel, buses and boats.
- never leave behind rubbish or waste; even when the local community are poorly educated on how 
to care for their environment there is no excuse for you to behave the same way
- avoid the use of disposable plastic bags


